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ABSTRACT

The Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) proposes to construct an extension of
the Capitol Light Rail system from the existing Alum Rock Station to the Eastridge Transit
Center in the City of San Jose.

This Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (Supplemental DEIS or SDEIS)
analyzes two alternatives: the No-Build Alternative and the Light Rail Alternative. The Light
Rail Alternative would consist of a 2.3-mile extension of the existing Capitol Light Rail system.
Light rail would operate primarily in the median of Capitol Expressway within exclusive and
semi-exclusive rights-of-way. Property acquisition would be minimized through the removal of
two High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes on Capitol Expressway. The project would include an
elevated section north of Capitol Avenue and south of Story Road, and an elevated crossing of
Tully Road. The project would include light rail stations at Story Road (aerial), Ocala Avenue
(at-grade), and Eastridge Transit Center (at-grade). At Eastridge Mall, the existing park-and-ride
lot will be modified and expanded to accommodate the project. The project will also include
traction power substations at Ocala Avenue and Eastridge Transit Center.

Ridership is projected to be approximately 3,800 passengers in 2035.

This Supplemental DEIS evaluates and discloses the environmental effects of the alternatives. As
identified during Environmental Scoping, the topics of concern are traffic, air quality and climate
change, energy, environmental justice, noise and vibration, safety and security, and construction.
Mitigation measures to reduce or avoid adverse effects are identified in this document.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS DOCUMENT, CONTACT:

Mr. Eric Eidlin Ms. Christina Jaworski

U.S. Department of Transportation Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Federal Transit Administration, Region X Environmental Programs and Resources and
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650 Management

San Francisco, CA 94105 3331 North First Street, Building B

Phone: (415) 744-2502 San Jose, CA 95134-1927
Eric.eidlin@dot.gov Phone: (408) 321-5789

christina.jaworski@vta.org

A 45-day period has been established for comments on this document. The public comment
period will end at 5:00 p.m. on July 3, 2012. Comments may be submitted in writing or may be
made orally at the public hearings to be held on June 11, 2012, and June 14, 2012. Written
comments should be submitted to Ms. Christina Jaworski at the address above. Comments may
also be submitted by fax to (408) 321-5787 and by email at capitol.expressway.eis@vta.org.
Information on the public hearings can be obtained from the project website
http://www.vta.org/projects/capitol_rail _project/index.html.
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DC direct current

DEIS Draft Environmental Impact Statement
DHHS Department of Health and Human Services
DOT U.S. Department of Transportation
DTSC Department of Toxic Substances Control
EDR Environmental Data Resources Report
EMF electromagnetic field

EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
FAA Federal Aviation Adminstration

FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency
FERC Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
FHWA Federal Highway Administration

FTA Federal Transit Administration

GHG greenhouse gas

GWh gigawatt hours

HFCs hydroflourocarbons

HOT High Occupancy Toll

HSP health and safety plan

1-280, 1-680 Interstate 280, Interstate 680

IAC interagency consultation

ICF ICF International

IOUs investor-owned utilities

kwh kilowatt hours

Lan Day-Night Level

Leq[h] Equivalent Sound Level

LOS level of service

LRT Light Rail Transit

mG milligauss

MIS Major Investment Study

mpg miles per gallon

MSATs mobile-source air toxics

MT metric tons

MTC Metropolitan Transportation Commission
NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards
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Section 106
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SIP
SMWP
SO;
SPCC
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TIP
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TSM
TSPs

Uu.S. 101
VIC

VHT
VMT
VTP 2035

National Historic Preservation Act
nitrogen dioxide

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
Overhead Contact System
perfluorocarbons

Pacific Gas & Electric Company
particulate matter

particulate matter less than 10 microns
particulate matter less than 2.5 microns
Project of Air Quality Concern

reactive organic gases

regional transportation plan

Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act:
A Legacy for Users

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended

sulfur hexafluoride

State Historic Preservation Officer
State Implementation Plan

soil management work plan

sulfur dioxide

spill prevention, containment, and clean-up
State Route

Tire Derived Aggregates

Traction Electrification System
transportation improvement program
Traction Power System and Substation
Transportation System Management
tubular steel poles

United States Route or Highway 101
volume-to-capacity

vehicle hours traveled
vehicle miles traveled
Valley Transportation Plan 2035
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